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Disclaimer
Official

The views expressed in this presentation are 
those of the presenter alone.  The do not 
necessarily represent the views of the Air Force 
Research Laboratory, the Air Force Material 
Command, the United States Air Force or the US 
Government.



Disclaimer
Personal

There is no way I can possibly describe all 
wargaming in America, especially in 20 minutes.



Why Examine Wargaming Outside of 
the United Kingdom

• To identify wargames open to the UK

• To identify opportunities for Combined 
Wargames

• To learn the possible



The 6 Blind Men and the Elephant



Describing Wargaming in US Through:

• Use

• Approach

• Medium



US Wargame Use

Recreational Applied



US Wargame Use
Applied

Developing Developing 

Strategists Strategies



US Wargame Use
Applied

Developing Strategists

Education Training



Wargame Applications
Education

Strategic

Operational

Tactical

Develop Strategists

War College

Staff College

Branch Schools

Professional Dev 
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Wargame Applications
Training 
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US Wargame Use
Applied

Developing Strategies

Embedded One Time

in Decision Studies

Cycles



Strategic Planning
National Strategy

Campaign Planning 
Theater Strategy

Force Planning 
Service Strategy

Pol/Mil

Title 10Theater Wargaming

US Decision Cycles with Embedded 
Wargames



Wargames Used as Core of One Time 
Studies

See writings of Dr. Peter P. Perla



Wargame Approach

Deterministic

Judgment Rules

Stochastic



Wargame Medium

Each has advantages and disadvantages.

https://www.dmso.mil/public/resources/glossary/results?do=get&def=297
https://www.dmso.mil/public/resources/glossary/results?do=get&def=297
https://www.dmso.mil/public/resources/glossary/results?do=get&def=297
https://www.dmso.mil/public/resources/glossary/results?do=get&def=297
https://www.dmso.mil/public/resources/glossary/results?do=get&def=297
https://www.dmso.mil/public/resources/glossary/results?do=get&def=297


Miniatures
(Terrain Table)

Print
(Map & Chart Ex)

Computer

Types of Constructive Wargames

Terrain Table/Miniatures/Figure

Map/Board or Paper/Chart

Computer

Each has advantages and disadvantages.



Conclusion

The art of wargaming in the US, and I’m 
confident everywhere, is to implement the best 
fit approach and medium for your application.



An Integration of All Wargame Types

National Training Center

Fort Irwin, California


