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Loaded Terminology 

 

óAlmost all of us are biased 
against games today ï even 
gamers.  We canôt help it.  It is 
part of our culture, part of our 
language, and itôs even woven 
into the way we use the words 
ñgameò and ñplayerò in 
everyday conversation.ô 

(Jane McGonigal) 
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Embarrassed Reticence 

 

óA wargame is a playable 

simulation.  A conflict 

simulation is another name 

for wargame, one that 

leaves out the two unsavory 

terms ñwarò and ñgameò.ô   

(James Dunnigan) 
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Sensitivity and Classification 

 

 



THE STIGMA OF WARGAMES 

Ignorance and Misunderstanding 

 

óI had a rather fuzzy pre-conceived notion that 

wargamers were grown-ups who played 

around with kidsô toys, and tried to make out 

that they were making some serious 

contribution to military understanding in the 

process.ô 

(Dr Alfred Price) 
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Guilt by Association 

 

óThere is an inordinate number of 
over-age adolescent types playing 
wargames; some are middle-aged 
adults who ought to know better.ô 

(Michael McGuire) 
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The Recreational Dimension 
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Entertainment vs Simulation 
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The Luck of the Dice 
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Variability without easy Iteration 
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Weak Analytical Foundations 
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Questionable Assumptions 
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Simplicity vs Accuracy 
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Art vs Science 

 

óValid knowledge can emerge from war 
games, but only if due diligence is applied.  
That diligence is considerably hampered today 
because war gaming is a craft or an art, not a 
true profession, a discipline.  Much more work 
must be done.  Those who believe in the value 
of games must now link up and work towards 
the goal of truly professional war gaming.ô 

(Prof. Robert Rubel)    



THE STIGMA OF WARGAMES 

Counterfactual Legitimacy 
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Lack of Academic Theory 


