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“We must write a new
playbook, which includes
[...] better integrating
conventional and nuclear
deterrence, as well as
adjusting our posture and
presence to adapt and
respond to new challenges
and threats.”

US Secretary of Defense Ash Carter
14 October 2015
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Should the role of missile defense
change Iin the new strategic
environment? If so, how?



BMD and Nuclear Risk

Missile defense will, overall, help reduce
nuclear risks in the post-Cold War
environment.



BMD and Nuclear Risk
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BMD and Nuclear Risk

\cclla dafanca

Missile defense could increase or decrease
nuclear risks in the new strategic environment.
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Objectives

1. Advance knowledge of how BMD affects the risk of nuclear
use among the United States, NATO and Russia in the current
strategic environment through high quality data,
experimentation and analysis
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1. Advance knowledge of how BMD affects the risk of nuclear

use among the United States, NATO and Russia in the current
strategic environment through high quality data,
experimentation and analysis

2. Inform future decisions about US and NATO nuclear and BMD
strategy and force structure



Objectives

1.

Advance knowledge of how BMD affects the risk of nuclear
use among the United States, NATO and Russia in the current
strategic environment through high quality data,
experimentation and analysis

. Inform future decisions about US and NATO nuclear and BMD

strategy and force structure

. Influence the US and European expert debate on the

relationship between BMD and nuclear weapons
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Activities

2015 2016 2017

Research

Analysis

Experimentation

Reporting

Outreach



Research



Research

The objectives are to describe:

1. Current and planned Russian, US and NATO nuclear and
BMD force structure



Research

The objectives are to describe:

1. Current and planned Russian, US and NATO nuclear and
BMD force structure

2. How nuclear actors think about the uses of BMD and nuclear
weapons, each other’s military capability, intentions and the
strategic environment



Research

The objectives are to describe:

1. Current and planned Russian, US and NATO nuclear and
BMD force structure

2. How nuclear actors think about the uses of BMD and nuclear
weapons, each other’s military capability, intentions and the
strategic environment

3. The role of nuclear weapons and BMD systems in past or
hypothetical crises






Analysis



Analysis

The objectives are to :

1. Identify the key technical and human factors
2. Understand the processes and mechanisms
3. Develop a series of testable propositions
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Figure 4 Russian Retaliatory Capability against US NMD @ Region of Soviet frst-sirke incentve XXX Region of frst-strike
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U.S. defense potental {%)

Dean Wilkening, Ballistic Missile Defence and Strategic Stabi Dean Wilkening and Kenneth Watman, Str.ategic Defenses a
lity nd First Strike Stability, The Rand Corporation, 1986

Adelphi Paper, 2000
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Experimentation

strategic gaming events

3 players per team
days per event



Experimentation

Testing and
Rehearsal

Development

Execution Analysis




ING'S
College
LONDON

‘.

Al




