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Benjamin Franklin on Chess  
(The Morals of Chess, 1786): 

 "The Game of Chess is not merely an idle amusement; several very valuable 
qualities of the mind, useful in the course of human life, are to be acquired 
and strengthened by it, so as to become habits ready on all occasions; for 
life is a kind of Chess, in which we have often points to gain, and 
competitors or adversaries to contend with, and in which there is a vast 
variety of good and ill events, that are, in some degree, the effect of 
prudence, or the want of it.  

By playing at Chess then, we may learn: 1st, Foresight, which looks a little 
into futurity, and considers the consequences that may attend an action ... 
2nd, Circumspection, which surveys the whole Chess-board, or scene of 
action: - the relation of the several Pieces, and their situations; ... 3rd, 
Caution, not to make our moves too hastily...." 

 



Memory, 
pattern recognition 
and manipulation 

Decision making with 
incomplete information 

Appreciation of asymmetry 
 and different perspectives 



Next group of games 



Do you want to know more? 

https://globalecco.org/home  

The main website - look under the “Home” tab for the form to request an account. 

 

games@globalecco.org  

Contact for technical questions on implementation of the online gaming portal 

  

rwgould@gmail.com 

https://github.com/rgould  

Richard Gould  

(programmer for Guerrilla Checkers, InfoChess, and Asymmetric Warfare) 

 

http://brtrain.wordpress.com/game-links-and-resources/  

Link to find script and slides for this presentation 

 

brian.train@gmail.com 
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