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Disclaimer

This presentation represents the personal view of the author 
and is in no way representative of official UK MOD policy.

The UK MOD is small, but still bigger than one man can know. 
He might have missed something.

The author is a full-time reservist serving beyond mandatory 
retirement age and is therefore possibly embittered and cynical 
after 40 years service… :-) 



Components are important

• Components affect the gameplay.

• Components affect the players perception of the game.

• Quality components encourage player buy-in and immersion.



Components are important

Amateurs ask for a copy of the rules.

Experience players want to talk about the game mechanisms.

Professionals talk components…

Ed McGrady



Professional components look professional…  
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Tools – More on Counters…



Foamboard and Floor Tiles

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B00ALVQ20K/ref=oh_aui_detailpage_o02_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Pack-Vinyl-Self-Adhesive-Floor/dp/B00GY869SE


Counters



Cutters and Mats

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/Japanese-Scissors-Capable-Cutting-Engineer/dp/B002F9MQII/ref=sr_1_5?ie=UTF8&qid=1535661683&sr=8-5&keywords=kevlar+scissors
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/Quilting-Ruler-Acrylic-Transparent-Metric/dp/B01MY2WAYA/ref=pd_sbs_229_2?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=B01MY2WAYA&pd_rd_r=aa9fb303-ac94-11e8-b0cd-5590e01106d2&pd_rd_w=VH5Jg&pd_rd_wg=aDRkf&pf_rd_i=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_m=A3P5ROKL5A1OLE&pf_rd_p=85d62760-2a0e-407d-aa36-f3c03afc01c3&pf_rd_r=C1SSPGE586DX0FA10C92&pf_rd_s=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_t=40701&psc=1&refRID=C1SSPGE586DX0FA10C92
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/dp/B0001IW8PG/ref=psdc_1938928031_t3_B00KEWUAZY
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/Amtech-S0518-Cutting-Mat-A1/dp/B00HZMM1Y4/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1535661895&sr=8-3&keywords=cutting+mat+large


Cover Film



Magnetic Sheet



Tokens & Pieces

https://www.spielematerial.de/en/
https://www.bgextras.co.uk/


Advanced Components

• 3D printing.

• Laser Cutting.





Money

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/EURO-Cashbricks%C2%AE-play-money-banknotes/dp/B00TK8YOSW/ref=sr_1_24?s=kids&ie=UTF8&qid=1535663579&sr=1-24&keywords=play+money+euros
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/Learning-Resources-Bulk-Play-Money/dp/B00KH52EKC/ref=sr_1_6?s=kids&ie=UTF8&qid=1535663699&sr=1-6&keywords=play+money+coins
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/REALISTIC-AMERICAN-DOLLARS-Pretend-Accessories/dp/B071P3DZC1/ref=sr_1_9?ie=UTF8&qid=1535663521&sr=8-9&keywords=play+money


Cards



Laminators and Sleeves



Corner Punch

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/SODIAL-Corner-Rounder-Pruning-Scrapbooking/dp/B077VNM3WJ/ref=sr_1_1?s=diy&ie=UTF8&qid=1535661988&sr=1-1&keywords=corner+punch+red
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/Rayher-Crop-Dile-Corner-Chomper/dp/B004ZC4M80/ref=sr_1_cc_3?s=aps&ie=UTF8&qid=1535662043&sr=1-3-catcorr&keywords=corner+chomper
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/Fiskars-Corner-Squeeze-Punch-Radius/dp/B00BBX8D90/ref=sr_1_1?s=diy&ie=UTF8&qid=1535662017&sr=8-1&keywords=corner+punch+fiskars
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/Kwtrio-21144-Corner-Rounder-Radius/dp/B004AJLJVG/ref=sr_1_2?s=kitchen&ie=UTF8&qid=1535662072&sr=1-2&keywords=warrior+corner+cutter


Cheap Custom Dice

http://indentedblankdice.com/


Expensive Custom Dice

https://www.dice.co.uk/fs_specialdice.htm

https://www.dice.co.uk/fs_specialdice.htm


Cards

http://www.moo.com/
https://www.ivorygraphics.co.uk/playing-cards


Mapping



Software

• Adobe Illustrator (annual licence) (includes Mac).

• Corel Draw Suite (very expensive, but older versions are cheap).

• Serif Affinity Designer (£50) (includes Mac)

• Sketch 3 (annual licence) (includes Mac). 

• Inkscape (open Source) (includes Mac).

• Gravit Designer (free, portable, cross platform, and via browser).

• Serif DrawPlus – Legacy Application (£20).

• WARNING: Software is a personal choice and requires practice.
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Software

• PDF Book Shuffler:

• Bullzip PDF Printer: 



Printing

https://www.stressfreeprint.co.uk/
https://www.instantprint.co.uk/


Storage and Carrying



You can tell that you are a game designer if…


